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Identification of 

Korean War Missing

Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command

Dr. Thomas Holland

Scientific Director 

JPAC, Central Identification Laboratory
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IDENTIFICATION

1.  Circumstantial Evidence
2.  Material Evidence Analysis
3.  Forensic Anthropological Analysis
4.  Forensic Odontological

 
Analysis

5.  Mitochondrial DNA Analysis
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Limited Dental Records
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Demographics

Race
White 80.0%

Black 8.4%

Other 11.6%

Age 22.3
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“K-208”

Extensive 
Commingling

> 400 
Sequences



Chosin

Unsan

Pusan Koto-ri

Bean Camp

Mig Alley

Yalu River
Seoul Naktong

The Gauntlet

DMZ

Battle of the Chongchon

Taejon

Kunu-ri

o-ri
38th Parallel

Heartbreak Ridge

Bloody Ridge

Pyongyang

Kunu-ri

Han River Mining Camp

Joint Recoveries

Large Search Pool
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National Memorial Cemetery of the 

Pacific “Punchbowl”

≈
 

860 Korean War Unknowns
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Unable to Sequence 
Mitochondrial DNA
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X-Ray Comparison
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Chest X-Rays 
From The NPRC

≈
 

6600
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Example of 
Degraded 

Radiograph
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Example of 
“Good” 

Radiograph
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X-Ray of Clavicles and Neck Vertebra 
From A Punchbowl “Unknown”
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Point-by-Point 
Comparison of 
NPRC X-Ray 

and Punchbowl 
Unknown X-Ray
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Photo- 
Superimposition
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Comparison component                 
Photo#

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1

 
0

11 12

Vault Height -1 1 1 1 -1 -1 -1 1 1 1 -1 1

Vault Width -1 1 1 1 -1 -1 -1 -1 -1 1 -1 1

Mandible Length 1 -1 -1 1 -1 -1 -1 -1 1 1 -1 -1

Mandible shape fit with chin 
shape

1 -1 -1 1 -1 -1 1 -1 1 1 -1 1

Orbit fit to photo eyes -1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Position of the ears/skull pegs 1 1 1 1 1 -1 1 1 1 1 -1 1

Nasal aperture: length 1 1 -1 1 1 -1 1 1 1 -1 -1 1

Nasal aperture: width 1 1 -1 1 1 -1 1 1 1 -1 -1 1

Mouth/ teeth/ lip alignment 1 1 -1 1 -1 -1 1 -1 -1 -1 -1 -1

Total overall fit (ease of 
alignment)

1 1 -1 1 -1 -1 -1 -1 -1 -1 -1 -1

Composite total 4 6 -2 10 -2 -8 2 0 4 2 -8 4

Point-by-Point Comparison
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2003 1
2004 0
2005 1
2006 1
2007 3
2008 0

“Punchbowl” Identifications
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2004 2
2005 4
2006 2
2007 4
2008 8*

“K-208” Identifications

* Includes 2 Cases Returned in 2007
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2002 1
2003 3
2004 7
2005 4
2006 17
2007 14
2008 11*

Joint Recovery Identifications
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2002 3
2003 5
2004 10
2005 9
2006 20
2007 20
2008 19*

Total Korean War Identifications



Chosin

Unsan

Pusan Koto-ri

Bean Camp

Mig Alley

Yalu River
Seoul Naktong

The Gauntlet

DMZ

Battle of the Chongchon

Taejon

Kunu-ri

o-ri
38th Parallel

Heartbreak Ridge

Bloody Ridge

Pyongyang

Kunu-ri

Han River Mining Camp

2004
 

20%

2005 10% 

2006 24%

2007 32%

2008             25%*

Cumulative
 

22%

Korean War Identifications

As Percent of Total Identifications
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Http://www.jpac.pacom.mil

JPAC
“Until They Are 

Home”
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